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For complete details and a redemption form, go to hornady.com.
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Wicked Ridge Ranger

By Ben Moody (17)

The “Wicked Ridge Ranger” from 
Ten Point Crossbows was a new 
experience for me. Although I have 
shot a few long and compound bows, 
the crossbow is quite a bit different. 
The assembly of the crossbow 
was relatively simple, and with a 
provided step-by-step DVD, I was 
able to complete the process in less 
than an hour. 

The Ranger package came with 
nine carbon arrows with field points 
and a Ten Point three power scope. 
The scope has 20, 30, and 40 yard 
lines for longer shots and I quickly 
found that these are necessary when 
shooting. The crossbow also came 
with a variety of accessories such 
as a quiver that could be attached to 
the crossbow, string dampeners, and 
a shoulder strap.  After assembling 
the crossbow, we went out to our 
haystack to test-fire it. 

Using the ACUdraw 52 loading 
pulleys, the 175-pound pull to cock 

the crossbow is easily done by 
placing the bow downward with 
your foot in the stirrup and pulling 
on the two handles. The first shot 
was surprising, the bolt going 
straight through the first bale of hay 
and ending up in the second. The 
sound the crossbow makes can be 
compared to a sharp clap. I sighted-
in the bow just like I would a rifle 
and was amazed at the grouping. 
The group of three bolts at 25 yards 
was no larger than a tennis ball. The 
longest shots I took were at 50 yards 
and I was still able to hit the 10x10-
inch target! The string dampeners 
made a significant difference in the 
noise of the shot and the crossbow-
mounted quiver provided a safe way 
to transport the bolts when shooting. 
Unfortunately, the only way to 
safely decock the crossbow, is to fire 
a real bolt, or the provided single use 
dummy bolt.

As far as looks, the Mossy Oak 

Cross Bow from Ten Point
camo pattern on the stock just about 
matches my ghillie suit so it does 
not pull undue attention to it, yet the 
strings themselves are fluorescent 
green and orange to prevent you 
from getting your hand in front of 
them. The pattern would make it 
great for turkey hunting concealing 
you until the shot is taken.

In conclusion, this crossbow is 
ideal for young sportsmen with a 
shorter length of pull.  The Ranger 
being the first crossbow I have 
been able to shoot repetitively was 
enjoyable to shoot and I would 
consider getting one for myself. 
With the quality you are getting, 
it is also very reasonably priced.  I 
hope later this year to hunt with the 
Ranger for white tail deer or even a 
coyote. 

I would like to thank Junior 
Shooters magazine and Ten Point 
Crossbows for the opportunity to 
shoot this quality crossbow.
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Sig Sauer'S
 Airguns

By Andy Fink

Airguns have always been an important 
part of the shooting sports. The BB gun has 
for many years been the first gun a person 
shoots and there are national and even 
international BB gun championships. We 
have covered them here in the magazine 
and on our website in the past (go to 
www.juniorshooters.net and type in “BB 
gun” in the search box.) The Civilian 
Marksmanship Program (CMP), 4-H clubs, 
NRA, and USA Shooting (USA Olympic 
shooting) compete across the country with 
airguns and shooting was one of the main 
events in the first modern day Olympic 
games in 1896. Today, airguns are used 
extensively for plinking and hunting both 
small and big game. We try to have at least 
one airgun related article in the magazine 

are also ideal for first-time airgun owners 
or those who wish to upgrade from their 
current airguns.”

The SIG MPX and SIG MCX ASP air 
rifles feature the RPM™ (Rapid Pellet 
Magazine) Pellet Drive System, the 
industry’s first encapsulated belt-fed pellet 
magazine capable of 30 rounds in 3.5 
seconds.  Both models have an integral 
Picatinny optics rail and accessory rail in 
addition to flip-up front and rear sights, 
both of which are adjustable.  The robust 
metal housing and double reinforcement 
of all sealsensures durability.  SIG ASP air 

rifles are also available with optics – the 
SIG MPX MRD package comes with the 
SIG 20R red dot sight and the SIG MCX 
comes with two optics options – the Scope 
package featuring a 1-4x24 scope with fast 
focus and a mil-dot reticle or the MRD red 
dot sight package. 

The SIG MPX .177 caliber shoots up to 
600 feet per second (fps); the SIG MPX 
.22 caliber – up to 475 fps; SIG MCX .177 
caliber – up to 750 fps; and SIG MCX .22 
caliber – up to 525 fps.

The SIG SAUER P226 and P250 semi-
auto ASP air pistols shoot pellets in .177 
caliber and feature realistic blowback 
action of the metal slide just as the original 
centerfire models do.  Both models have an 
auto decocking feature for enhanced safety, 

P250-177-Blk.

P226-177-FDE.

each issue and publish quite a few on our 
website each month.

Firearms instruction and competitive 
training have benefited significantly from 
the development of airguns over the last few 
years with realistic airsoft guns and pellet 
guns that simulate real firearms. These are 
a perfect tool for skill development and 
practice. The latest series of these are from 
Sig Sauer.

Sig Sauer has taken the next step. In 
January, 2016, they announced their first-
ever Advanced Sport Pellet (ASP) line of 
airguns.  These world-class CO2-powered 
pistols and rifles are a new breed of firearms 
for training and recreation, elevating airguns 
to a new level of performance and use.  SIG 
SAUER also offers a wide variety of ASP 
targets and pellet ammunition.  

The introductory line of SIG SAUER 
high-performance Advanced Sport Pellet 
airguns includes CO2-powered SIG 
MPX™ and SIG MCX™ semi-automatic 
rifles in .177 and .22 (pellet-only) calibers, 
and P226® and P250® semi-auto CO2 
pistols in .177 caliber.  SIG SAUER ASP 
airguns not only look like the original guns, 
they are the same weight and have similar 
trigger pull.  This makes them ideal for 
training with the added benefit of reduced 
cost and minimal noise.

Ron Cohen, president and chief executive 
officer of SIG SAUER, Inc. said, “Our semi-
auto Advanced Sport Pellet offerings will 
allow those who already own these models 
of SIG SAUER centerfire guns – be they 
recreational shooters, competition shooters, 
or professionals – to train extensively with 
less noise and reduced expense. They 

a 16-round 
rotary-clip 
m a g a z i n e 
(8x2), rifled 
barrel, front 
blade sight, 
and fixed rear sight.   Accessory rails on the 
P226 and P250 also allow mounting of a 
laser or tactical flashlight.  The P226 .177 
caliber shoots up to 510 fps and the P250 
.177 caliber – up to 500 fps.

SIG SAUER is offering an assortment of 
ASP targets including spinners, traps, and 
a Texas Star with nine center-mass targets 
that spin around one central axis.  All of 
these targets are compatible with .177, .22 
and .25 calibers.  SIG also offers various 
lead-free and lead copper-jacketed pellets. 

SIG SAUER Advanced Sport Pellet 
airguns are currently available in the 

following models and colors: SIG MPX 
.177 (Black), SIG MPX .177 MRD (Black 
or Flat Dark Earth), SIG MPX .22 (Black), 
SIG MPX .22 MRD (Black or FDE), SIG 
MCX .177 (Black), SIG MCX .177 Scope 
or MRD (Black or FDE), SIG MCX .22 
(Black), SIG MCX .22 Scope or MRD 
(Black or FDE), P226 .177 (Black or FDE) 
and P250 .177 (Black or Olive Drab Green).

Though we have received all four .177 
airguns for review, we really haven’t had 
a chance to do much with them prior to 
this issue being published. The operation, 
function, weight, and feel of these new 
airguns will be extremely helpful during 
our Junior Shooters team training this year. 
So, look for more detailed articles later this 
year. 
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Sig Sauer'S
 Airguns

MPX-177-Blk with red dot.

MCX-177-FDE with scope.

Texas Star
pellet target.

Quad Spinner
pellet target.

Knock Down 15 Deg
pellet target.

Reflex
pellet target.

Dual 15 Deg
pellet target.

Auto Reset
pellet target.
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Ben with Joel Turner and 
Daniel Horner from the Army 
Marksmanship Unit (AMU).

Three years ago, my wife and I wanted to get our 13-year-old son involved in other sporting 
activities since the football season was over. We asked ourselves what were his interests – it 
wasn’t track or baseball. What he loved to do was shoot. We had watched safari expeditions 
on the Outdoor Channel and the occasional Olympic triathlon, but let’s be realistic – those 
activities were not attainable on our Idaho farm.   

Not knowing who to ask or really where to go to find out the information about shooting 
programs for kids, we did what all parents do – ask Google. Well, as Google would have 
it, to our surprise, we found a direct number of an Olympic shooting coach, so, of course, 
we called it. The gentleman on the other line was very helpful and encouraged us to call a 
local gun range and Optimist Club. That call would change our family’s life. We did as the 
Olympic coach suggested and contacted a local gun club, inquiring about youth shooting 
programs. We were not prepared for what we found out. We had never heard of 3-Gun, IDPA, 
USPSA, NSSF, or any other shooting organizations. We had no idea these events where 
taking place thirty minutes from our house. 

 We were invited to attend a local precision .22 Rimfire class where we were introduced to 
a gentleman who was an instructor for the Junior Shooters magazine organization and had a 

13-year-old of his own in the program. He highly recommended the program and gave us the editor’s name, Andy Fink. 
We met with Andy, and he told us about the magazine and the kids it sponsors; he stressed safety, commitment, and required a 

greater level of maturity from the kids. It wasn’t just about shooting; schoolwork comes first. He also required the kids to write 
a paragraph about what they had learned at each practice. At the first JSM practice we attended, we found the coaches and other 
parents to be super friendly and more than willing to share their sport and extra equipment.   

The equipment used in 3-Gun was completely foreign to us.  Our shooting experience came from shooting tin cans and every 
once in a while finding time to shoot varmints. After doing some quick math, we could see this was going to be big bucks:  ARs, 
competition shotguns, 9mm handguns, mag belts, holsters, etc., but we quickly found out that there was a lot of help available. 
We had most of the guns needed for competition, and with a little tweaking and a little help from the club’s gunsmith we could 
make them work. Sponsors from the magazine were a big help in supplying some of the holsters, belts, forearms, scope mounts, 
triggers, safety flags, and much more.  

The other surprise we got was the caliber of teaching ranging from a former military gunnery instructor, an NRA instructor, 
hunter safety instructor, an Idaho State Police academy instructor, along with 
a teammate who was a U.S. 3 Gun Nation junior champ.   Andy himself was a 
cowboy action shooter who had shot 3-Gun as well.   The instructors all were 
donating their time. Safety is paramount in all of their instruction. We have 
learned just as much about firearms and the safe use of them as our son.  After 
a summer of training, our son shot his first 3-Gun match that following spring.  
He loved the match, and he met some great people.    

  Through these connections, our son, Ben, learned of and has competed in 
USPSA, NSSF Steel Challenge, local 3-Gun matches and the MGM Ironman 
3-Gun match. We have always found the people to be friendly and helpful. Many 
times older and more experienced shooters will take the time to encourage the 
younger ones, helping with the course of fire and instructing them on the fastest 

Ben’s squad at 
the 2014 MGM 
Ironman.

By Jack and Kim Moody 

Dad

Welcome

But more importantly, 
the lessons in 
sportsmanship and 
teamwork were learned. 

A Parent’s
     View   
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Part of the Junior Shooters 
magazine’s shooting team 

from 2014.

way to execute the stage.
On one occasion, our son’s AR developed a problem. He was the next shooter out, and we 

had no time to fix the gun. The other shooters and teammates in his squad quickly supplied him 
with a gun while another member in the squad (a local gun shop owner) robbed parts out of his 
spare gun to repair our son’s gun before the next stage. GREAT help. 

But more importantly, the lessons in sportsmanship and teamwork were learned. Over the last 
few years, our family has met and watched some of the world’s finest shooters, from top factory 
shooters to the Army’s Marksmanship Unit team members, Joel Turner and Daniel Horner.  

We also found that shooting sports have kept the family busy all year round. Winter JSM 
practices were held at a local training facility.  There the kids practice loading drills, dry 
fire, and also self-defense classes, which include the whole family.  Also, shooting with the 
Optimist Club precision shooting program, a different type of shooting discipline altogether. In 
the summer months, besides shooting the local matches, MGM Junior Shooting Camps offer 
pistol and 3-Gun training.   The camps are three days each, attracting youth from all parts of 
the country.  The Gibsons, who sponsor the camp, bring in some of the nation’s top shooting 
instructors.   

  Last January, we were able to travel to the NSSF Shot Show in Las Vegas, Nevada. Ben was 
able to represent the magazine, thanking many of the sponsors for their support. He met with 
many firearm company owners and representatives. He was able to meet top shooters from all the shooting disciplines. It was a great 
opportunity for him to see the business side of the shooting world.   

 Ben’s new sport has spread to others in our family. He shot an NSSF Rimfire match along with his mom, an older brother, and even 
persuaded his 80-year-old grandfather to shoot. They all had a great time together. Ben and his mom still shoot once a week in a local 
steel-challenge practice.

 We mentioned earlier about the money.  Yes, it can be a spendy ride. While the equipment and the ammo are expensive, it does not 
have to be a show stopper. For instance, to shoot an NSSF Rimfire match, a simple .22 pistol, a few extra mags, and a couple of boxes 
of ammo will work fine. As with any sport, you can spend as much as you like. We suggest that you start slow and accumulate what 
you need over time. Call your local gun club and visit different matches; talk to the shooters and see what looks like fun to you. Keep 
it simple. Listen to what more experienced shooters say about their equipment. They can tell you what is necessary and what is not.   

Many are more than happy to let you try theirs or even have extra for you to use until you find 
what works for you.  Many of the firearms and equipment used in one kind of match will work 
fine in another. Reloading is also a big help in keeping ammo costs down. 

 As for the future, we don’t know how far Ben will take his shooting, but we know our family 
has enjoyed it immensely thus far.   We have learned a sport that we can participate in and share 
with others for a lifetime.

Our thanks to Andy, his crew, and all the sponsors for all their help. It’s been quite a ride.

Mom

 We have 
learned a sport 

that we can 
participate in 

and share with 
others for a 

lifetime.  

Welcome

The 
Moodys

Ben at the 
MGM Junior 

Camp.
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SAFETY  The Basics:  
Rule 2 & 3

There are usually ten rules of gun 
safety that just about every shooting 
organization supports. They may be 
worded in a slightly different manner, 
but they are all speaking the same 
message. Each is VERY, VERY 
important; and we covered Rule No. 1: 
Always point a gun in a safe direction, 
in the last issue. This issue we are 
covering Rules No. 2 and 3.

RULE NO. 2: ALWAYS keep your 
finger off the trigger until ready to 
shoot. When holding a gun, rest your 
finger on the trigger guard or along the 
side of the gun until you are actually 
ready to fire, do not touch the trigger. 
This also applies to when you are 
moving from one target to the next 
during an action stage. Also, continue 
to make sure the muzzle is still pointed 
down-range.

Doing this, should ensure that any 
jars, or missteps will not fire the the 
gun and if somehow it does happen the 
bullet will go down-range.

RULE NO. 3: ALWAYS keep the 
gun unloaded until ready to use.

 Whenever you pick up a gun, 
immediately engage the safety device if 
possible, and, if the gun has a magazine, 
remove it before opening the action 
and looking into the chamber(s) which 
should be clear of ammunition. If you 
do not know how to open the action or 
inspect the chamber(s), leave the gun 
alone and get help from someone who 
does.

Add to this, always, always, assume a 
firearms is ALWAYS loaded !

Think about Rule No. 2 and 3 and what 
they mean. It may mean the difference 
between a severe injury, death, or being 
able to continue to enjoy life and sports.

  
Shoot Safe! Have Fun!

Notice the trigger finger 
along the frame and OFF 

the trigger!

Always keep 
your finger off 
the trigger until 
ready to shoot!

By Andy Fink

#2: ALWAYS keep your finger off the 
trigger until ready to shoot. 
#3: Always keep the gun unloaded 
until ready to use. 

HOWEVER, Always, always, assume a firearms is 
ALWAYS loaded and treat it appropriately!

Always keep 
the gun 
unloaded until 
ready to use!

Oops! Who left 
a round in the 

chamber?

Rule # 2 Rule # 3



SHOOTING WITH USPSA  
IS FUN, COMPETITIVE  
& ALWAYS SAFE!

USPSA matches are unlike any  
other shooting sport combining  
speed, power and accuracy.  
We move, run through obstacles,  
shoot and reload until the fastest,  
most accurate competitor wins. 

Come on out and give it a try!  
To find a local USPSA club or become a member,  
visit www.USPSA.org.
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 The Basics:  
Rule 2 & 3
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Hi folks. Today we are testing a truly unique 
and robust AR in 5.56. LMT [Lewis Machine and 
Tool] has been making firearms and components 
for the US DOD for years. Once I started getting 
familiar with this rifle, I understood why. This 
rifle is solid. The monolithic upper allows for the 
installation of a free-floating barrel while having 
incredible strength due to a one-piece upper 
assembly. Optics can be mounted anywhere with 
the same degree of accuracy. It feels right and is 
built like a brick.

While firing this rifle, it felt different from other 
ARs that I have shot. It just felt tighter, again, 
solid. At 100 yards it held sub-MOA groups using 
quality ammunition.

A unique feature of this design is the ability to 
change out barrels in the field in minutes. The 
rifle comes with a torque wrench that is used to 
remove and replace the two bolts that hold the 
proprietary barrel in place. You can switch from 
shorter barrels for close-quarter applications to 
a longer barrel for distance shooting. Various 
calibers can be used, too.

I would love to own this rifle. I can say that it is 
the highest quality AR that I have ever handled. 
Its design makes it tough and sure to stand up to 
the toughest competitive environment out there.

By Mike Sacks

Rifle Assembly Includes:
CQB MRP® Upper Receiver
16” Chrome-Lined 1:7” Twist H-Bar 
Contour 5.56 Piston Operated 
Barrel
Piston Semi-Auto Bolt Carrier 
Group
Tactical Charging Handle 
Assembly
Defender Lower 5.56 with 
SOPMOD Buttstock (LMT’s logo 
on lower is for photography 
purposes only and will not be on 
the lower when purchased)
Standard Trigger Group
Tactical Adjustable Rear Sight
Tactical Front Sight
(2) Heavy Duty Push Button 
Swivels (Included as of 2011 
orders)
(1) Thirty-Round Magazine
LMT Manufactured Torque 
Wrench
(3) Rail Panels
Ships with a Sling and Operator 
Manual

Defender

LMT CQB MRP®

If you 
had 

only one 
Modern 

Sporting 
Rifle to 

buy - 
buy this 

one.
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Specs:
Piston Operated
Overall length with 
SOPMOD collapsed: 
33”
Overall length with 
SOPMOD extended: 36”
A2 birdcage 
compensator
1/2 X 28 thread pitch
Low-profile gas block
Cryogenically treated 
barrel to increase 
accuracy, barrel life 
and easier cleaning
Electronically tested 
and recorded trigger 
pull
Weight empty is 7.9 
lbs.

Defender
Piston 16”5.56

LEGIT!
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VTAC 
Big Rig For A 
Life of
Adventure
The VTAC Big Rig is a multipurpose 

chest holster that enables you to continue 
your adventure even if fortune is not on 
your side. The VTAC Big Rig offers easy 
access to your sidearm without hindering 
any other movements such as paddling, 
cycling, hiking or casting your fishing rod. 
The Big Rig is made with molle attachments 
that allow you to add an extra magazine, a 
first aid kit or a survival kit. The Big Rig is 
even fully customizable in every way from 
what you add onto it, to the gun you put in 
it, or how you fit it to yourself, your pack 
or your ATV.

My family likes to spend a lot of time 
outside; we hike, kayak, camp, picnic and 
so on. Many of our adventures take us to 
remote areas where a little preparation 
provides much peace of mind. I have 
learned from my parents and observed 
first-hand how this preparation and having 
necessary equipment with you, as well as 
on your person can make the difference in 
continuing your adventure or not. 

The remote areas we like to play in can 
be full of dangers. Wild animals, including 
bears, mountain lions, and snakes call 
the wild their home. We are visiting their 
backyard and are guests in their domain. 
Through “Google” research I learned that 
although deaths and injuries due to attacks 
by these wild animals are rare, they do 
occur every year. In fact, while writing this 
article the national news media reported on 
a scout leader out East that was attacked by 
a bear and dragged into its cave.

For my personal Big Rig, we chose 
to put the 3.6 Med Kit Pouch made by 
5.11 Tactical on the molle attachments. 
Although designed as an individual first aid 
kit (IFAK), my dad added a variety of items 
that could be more helpful on an outdoor 
adventure. Right now I am 15 years old 
and not a soldier in a far-off land, so the 
items we chose for my Big Rig (Appendix 
A) are more applicable to what my needs 
are here. If I am ever separated from my 
parents I will have protection from the 
dangers of wild animals like the bear, wolf, 
and mountain lion, and I’ll also be able to 
dress my wounds if I take a fall or capsize 
my canoe.

The VTAC Big Rig holster allows you to 
have essential equipment on your person at 
all times while on your adventures. The Big 
Rig, though not designed as a “quick draw” 

By Joseph Murray (15)

holster, is designed to secure your pistol on 
you, so it IS there when you need it. With its 
molle attachments, it gives the user (me) the 
ability to customize it for outdoor adventure 
needs.

I can think of a few times when on one of 
our many adventures having a firearm and a 
personal survival kit on my father’s person 
came in very handy:

1) During a hike in the mountains and 
while on a snack break along a stream my 
mom calmly asked my dad, “Do you have 
your gun?” “Of course,” was his reply as he 
turned to see a momma bear and her cubs 
approach for a sip of water from the stream. 

2) Another misadventure occurred 11 
miles into nowhere with 15 more miles to 
the edge of civilization during a canoe and 
camping excursion. I had severely cut myself 
and I was losing a lot of blood. My dad had 
his IFAK, dressed me up, and we were able 
to continue on our adventure, fortunately not 
needing to have immediate evacuation for a 
trip to the hospital.

3) Another time when we were lucky 
to have our kit on our person was when 
we were canoeing in a canyon river. All 
of a sudden, a huge storm came over the 
mountain turning the crystal blue skies into 
black. The storm sent trees, logs and other 
debris our way and our canoe flipped. We 
were in a steep-walled canyon and could 
not get out of the river. When the canoe 
capsized, it sent equipment, packs, oars, 
and my mom down river. The pack my dad 
had on his person allowed us to get through 
the misadventure and ultimately collect our 
other equipment . . . as well as mom, who 
floated down river also.

Long story short, we haven’t needed this 
equipment a lot, but when we have, it really 
saved our day. It’s better to have something 
and not need it than to need that something 
and not have it. Just because you plan your 
day one way doesn’t mean it will turn out 
that way; the wild may have different plans 
for your adventure.

VTAC Big Rig with first 
aid pouch and multi-tool 
pouch attached.



Here is what I carry in the 
3.6 Med Kit Pouch made by 
5.11 Tactical:

• Individual first aid kit – 
homemade and packaged in a heat-
sealed bag (for minor cuts)

• 1 chem light (12-hour)
• 1 small roll of orange plate tape 

(for trail making and signaling)
• 1 magnesium fire starter
• 1 Gerber multi-tool
• 1 black Sharpie
• 1 small fishing kit – homemade 

(shelled hooks, line lures)
• 550 para cord
• 1 floatable orange match holder 

with a whistle and compass
• 1 small signal mirror
• 1 roll duct tape wrapped around 

a pencil
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VTAC Big Rig with first 
aid kit added.

VTAC Big Rig with 
multi-tool added to 
top of first aid kit.

Joseph, fishing while 
wearing his VTAC Big 
Rig.
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U n i q u e 

It’s February in Idaho’s Treasure Valley with evenings in the 30s and 50s with striking blue skies 
during the day -- a perfect time to get out to the range and test what we have built over the last month. 

My latest build is a 300 Blackout!  I can’t wait to feed it some Hornady Custom 300WSPR/BLK 
208gr AMAX rounds and see what it will do as a subsonic platform.

This modern sporting rifle is over 50% Idaho made. The lower is a Sawtooth Tactical STAR-15 
Billet multi-caliber from Garden City, Idaho. The barrel is an ODIN Works 16.1” Hand-Lapped 416R 
Stainless Steel Button 8 twist from Boise, Idaho.

The forend is a Unique-AR custom handguard.   Unique-AR is located in McCall, Idaho, which is 
one of the most beautiful places in America -- mountains, pine forests, and a crystal-clear blue lake! 
I don’t know how they get any work done! Thankfully, they do. I mean they really do!  This custom 
forend is not only unlike any I have seen before but is designed to attach to the upper receiver as 
if it is welded! This free-floating design is held in place by six stout Allen screws that allow zero 
movement. 

In the fall, I got in touch with Mike Carpenter from Unique-ARs and he was kind enough to send us 
a Unique-AR forend for testing and evaluation. I visited their website, www.unique-ars.com and was 
impressed by the seemingly endless combinations of forends that you can get.  How it works is you 
purchase one of their stock forends add custom colors, or have them fabricate a completely custom 
handguard. You can use your favorite logo, tattoo, saying, insignia, or wild idea to turn your AR into 
ART.

I received a 15” anodized forend constructed of 6061-T6 aluminum, copper-brown flame design 
with barrel nut and mounting screw. I also received a 14.5” and a 6.5” Picattiny rail.

Don’t be fooled into thinking that just because it is a beautiful design that it is not tough. It is. It is 
probably one of the most rugged forends that I have ever seen. It is thicker and wider than most on 
the market, and I predict that it will stand up to rough days in competition and in the field.

By Mike Sacks AR Custom Forend
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Patience 
preparation 

& planning 

Some interesting 
superstitions include: 

Footnote
These results are from an online survey conducted by IPSOS on behalf of Gander Mountain of 1,000 avid hunter, defined as those who hunt at least once 
a year and like or love hunting. The survey was conducted from September 2-9, 2015 and has a margin of error of +/- 3.1%.
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Bagging a trophy 
(35%) & Setting a 
record (13%) are 
cited far less often 
as success markers

Younger hunters are more likely to want to learn something new 
and set a personal record, while older hunters want to help with 
conservation. 

 
Percent were 

14 or younger 
on their first trip

Percent of hunters want to 
teach their kids 

how to hunt

Quality boots 
(84%)

• “Don’t shave all season…”
• “I carry a piece of antler from my first kill…”
• “I go hunting when it’s cold and wet…”
• “I do the anti-storm dance…”
• “I always start in the morning at 4:48 AM…”
• “I have to turn around in a circle 3 times before the 

first shot…”
• “I must face East…”
• “I cannot hunt during a Full Moon…”
• “I wear the same socks every time or I will miss 

every shot”
• “If I hear three crows overhead, I will see a turkey.”

SUCC
ESS

Why We Hunt...

are key to a successful trip

Means...

71%
Relaxing 
in nature

54%
Quality 

time with 
friends...

52%
...and 
family

Elk:
Mountain 

Deer:
East

60% 
of hunters say that 

deer are their favorite 
animal to hunt. 

Waterfowl: 
Northwest

Game Birds:
Southwest

Most Popular Animal
 to Hunt By Region:

Average age 
avid hunters started 

hunting

19
GEN

ERA
TION

Hunting is a family sport
 as most hunters learned                       

from a family member

6845

59% 
learned from 
their father

PRE
PAR

ATIO
N

Percent say they are 
unprepared for the 

season. 

75

Hunting 

“must 

haves”: 
Camo

(71%)
GPS
(39%)

Smart Phone
(42%)

What makes it enjoyable?
71%

say planning 
the trip

52%
say new gear 
and clothes 

47% say sharing photos

                          Gander Mountain 
                 released the results of its 

             nationwide survey revealing the top 
  insights from the country’s most avid 

hunters to kick off the hunting season.

As a way of getting big game                             76%
To connect with nature                                    74%
To gain a valuable skill                                 72%
It’s an ethical thing to do            58%
To bag a trophy        35%
To set a record   13%
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Gander Mountain
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MGM Targets Introduces 

MGM Targets, the leader in steel 
target innovation for over 20 years, 
introduces innovative & economic 
Sportsman Series Popper targets.  

Designed to maximize clubs’ 
budgets and still provide reliable and 
safe targets, the American - made 
sets meet USPSA requirements and 
feature the three standard sizes of 
steel target silhouettes typically 
found in USPSA and 3 gun matches, 
as well as many practice and training 
events. 

The standard 42 inch Pepper 
Popper or 28 inch U.S. and Colt 
Speed Plate Poppers each fit into the 
simple base which includes target 
angle adjustment bolt for calibration 
to insure proper action with various 
calibers of firearms. 

Cut from durable ¼” thick MGM 
AR-500 target plate makes the 
targets 33% lighter than 3/8” plate 

and therefor more easily transported 
and stored. When coupled with the 
new Sportsman Series base, they’re 
far more cost effective for clubs and 
ranges. The MGM ¼” Sportsman 
Poppers can easily handle tens of 
thousands of rounds and of course, 
they’ll deliver the distinctive ring of 
MGM steel with each hit. 

Priced at $89.99 for the Sportsman 
US Popper or Colt Speed Plate 
Popper set, and $109.99 for the 
full size, 42” Pepper Popper set, 
significantly lower price points 
than similar products from other 
brands. The Sportsman Popper series 
combines the simplicity, reliability 
and versatility of the well-known 
MGM Targets brand, staples of 
shooting competitions around the 
world and across the USA for over 
20 years. 

Junior Gear Guide

Sawyer has some amazing 
products. Products that can be life 
saving when in the outdoors whether 
that be camping, hiking, hunting, 
shooting, or fishing. 

Their water filtration systems 
are easy to use and compact, their 
insect repellents include repellents to 
protect your skin, your gear, and your 
clothes. The sunscreens are excellent. 
Their first products are extensive 
with a number of different kits and 
packs. These are great for putting in 
your back pack or range bag.

We just received some of their 
Hunting/Fishing Advanced First 
Aid Kits and were very impressed. 
It contains a variety of wound clean 
up, wound care, medications, and 
essential items. 

I added a tourniquet and some extra 
Quick Clot and was good to go.

Sawyer Products
Water Filtration, Insect Repellents, Sunscreen and First Aid

Hunting & Fishing
ADVANCED

First Aid

Sportsman Series Poppers



Paper Targets

FEATURES
» Fun, Exciting, Full Color Targets   
» Printed on 60-lb paper   
» 12 Targets per Package

These new paper targets from Champion are designed to appeal to all ranges and experience levels of shooters and ensure a fun filled day 
at the range! Can you put 5 rounds in a dime? Show off your skills with the “Put Your Money Where Your Mouth Is” target. Ever dream of 
what it would be like to live in the Jurassic period and hunt dinosaurs? Try out the new “Dinosaur Hunt” target with 10 different dinosaurs 
to shoot. Get ready for the county fair and show show off your shooting skills at the duck shoot with the “Carnival Shoot” target. Are you 
afraid of a pending drone attack? Now you can be prepared with the “Drone Attack” target. Looking for a shooting game you can challenge 
your shooting partner with? Pick up the “Horse” target. Want to experience shooting scrap in a junkyard? The “Junkyard Plinker” target 
has everything from old tires to old TV’s or refrigerators for your shooting pleasure. Think you’re an expert marksmen? Try the “Know Your 
Limits” target. Start by shooting at the largest silhouette moving to the smallest, but be careful if you miss one of the silhouettes you lose 
all of your points. 

SKU DESCRIPTION UPC MSRP

01003796 Target, CARNIVAL SHOOT 12 PK 11" x 14" 6-04544-61666-8 $5.95

01003797 Target, DINOSAUR HUNT 12 PK 11" x 14" 6-04544-61668-2 $5.95

01003799 Target, DRONE ATTACK 12 PK 11" x 14" 6-04544-61670-5 $5.95

01003801 Target, HORSE 12 PK 8.5" x 11" 6-04544-61674-3 $5.45

01003802 Target, JUNKYARD PLINKER 12 PK 11'' x 14'' 6-04544-61672-9 $5.45

01003803 Target, KNOW YOUR LIMITS 12 PK 8.5" x 11" 6-04544-61676-7 $5.45

01003804 Target, PUT YOUR $ WHERE YOUR MOUTH IS 12 PK 8.5" x 11" 6-04544-61678-1 $5.45

DINOSAUR HUNT 
01003797

CARNIVAL SHOOT 
01003796

DRONE ATTACK 
01003799

JUNKYARD 
PLINKER 

01003802

PUT YOUR $ WHERE 
YOUR MOUTH IS 
01003804

HORSE 
01003801

KNOW YOUR LIMITS  
01003803
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Junior Gear Guide VISTA OUTDOOR
Vista Outdoor is a shooting industry 

phenomena encompassing a large variety of very 
popular companies. These companioes include: 
Alliant Powder, Beestinger, Blackhawk, Bolle, 
Bushnell, Butler Creek, CCI, Champion, FA 
Brand, Federal Premium Ammunition, Gold 
Tip, Gunslick, Hoppe’s 9 Primos Hunting, 
RCBS, Savage Arms, Stevens, Simmons, 
Speer, Uncle Mikes, and Weaver.

We are starting to get a number of products 
from them so expect multiple reviews on some 
really cool stuff in future issues.

Alliant Powder

Savage Arms

Stevens

Hoppe’s

Federal Ammunition

CCI

Champion
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The Coin by John H. Manhold is an Indie National Excellence award-winning mystery and 
suspense novel. Reviewers are enthusiastic and write “…unfolds like a well-constructed 
Chinese Puzzle revealing depths of research and insight into ancient history and our 9/11 
world…” and call The Coin “…a fast-paced adventure”!

The story is centered on an exciting thrill ride of a search for a 3,000-year-old coin through 
France, Andora, Spain, Morocco, and Mexico. The riveting, action-packed quest includes a 
series of murders, international thefts, and even a suspicious military Al-Qaida-style operation. 

www.amazon.com



© 2015 BLADE-TECH INDUSTRIES

BLADE-TECH Outside the Waistband (OWB) holsters are some of the 
most popular designs on the market today; being used to concealed 
carry for duty and personal protection as well as being worn by some 
of the best marksmen in modern competitive shooting sports. Whether 
you use a holster for work, competition or personal defense, BLADE-
TECH offers you the highest quality, best option for almost any need.

W W W . B L A D E - T E C H . C O M 8 7 7 . 3 3 1 . 5 7 9 3

» TO PURCHASE OR GET MORE INFORMATION PLEASE VISIT US AT FIND US ON: 10%
off

use coupon 

j r s t 2 0 1 5
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The Coin by John H. Manhold is an Indie National Excellence award-winning mystery and 
suspense novel. Reviewers are enthusiastic and write “…unfolds like a well-constructed 
Chinese Puzzle revealing depths of research and insight into ancient history and our 9/11 
world…” and call The Coin “…a fast-paced adventure”!

The story is centered on an exciting thrill ride of a search for a 3,000-year-old coin through 
France, Andora, Spain, Morocco, and Mexico. The riveting, action-packed quest includes a 
series of murders, international thefts, and even a suspicious military Al-Qaida-style operation. 

www.amazon.com




